Minutes

The Cajun Prairie Habitat Preservation Society, Inc.
April 23, 2011
Jackie Duncan, President and Chair, opened the general meeting of the members of the Cajun Prairie Habitat Preservation Society at 1:20 pm, April 23, 2011 at Rocky’s Restaurant in Eunice, Louisiana.

Brian Early presented ‘Plant communities associated with oil brine spills.’
The business meeting was called to order. 
Malcolm Vidrine provided minutes in the newsletter from the previous meeting. Charles Allen moved for the acceptance of the minutes, and Sara Simmonds seconded the motion. The minutes were accepted by a majority vote. 

Pat Lewis presented the Treasurer’s Report. Mac Meyers motioned for the acceptance of the report. Tyrone Foreman seconded the motion. The report was accepted by a majority vote.
Old business: 

After a further discussion of Tyrone Foreman’s offer of donation, the committee was continued. Sara Simmonds moved that the committee pursue several avenues: 1) look at the property, 2) take photos of the property, 3) determine legal aspects of the donation, and 4) consider an endowment for maintenance of the donated property. Paul Fontenot seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously accepted. .
Charles Allen and Malcolm Vidrine continue to work with the City Attorney (Jacques Pucheu) and the society’s attorney (Kenneth Pitre) in an attempt to resolve the donation of Magnolia Street to the city. 

Jackie Duncan provided a brief report on the mailing of postcards. Thirteen new members were enlisted. No further action was taken.

Tom Hillman and the Boy Scouts are continuing their efforts to keep the Eunice Prairie clean. Marc Pastorek and Tom Hillman plan to move the trash can, remove the Johnsongrass invasives, and orchestrate mowing of the trail. No specific actions were taken. Sara Simmonds motioned that extra money be granted to cover additional work by the Boy Scouts and for rental of mowing equipment. The motion was seconded by Paul Fontenot. The motion passed unanimously.
Charles Allen presented a landscaping plan drawn up by Marc for the northwest tract at the last meeting. Charles announced that the plan was to be implemented at the Duralde Prairie in lieu of the Eunice Prairie. 

New business:

Marc Pastorek announced that some 20 volunteers helped with transplanting on February 12, 2011, at the new St. Landry Parish Tourist Commission Center on I-49.
Marc Pastorek also announced that he was pursuing bids for additional dirt work on the northwest side of the Eunice Prairie. 

Sara Simmonds motioned that three monolithic, concrete benches be installed to replaced the continually damaged benches and that the concrete trail be extended for entrance on the northeast corner. Tom Hillman seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

Charles Allen motioned that the western concrete trail be raised several inches and augmented with PVC drains in order to remedy the current problem with flooding of the trail in at least two areas. The motion was seconded by Paul Fontenot. The motion was unanimously accepted.
Charles Allen motioned that the next meeting be held on August 27th, 2011. Brian Early seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

Jackie Duncan requested a motion to adjourn. Pat Lewis moved and Charles Allen seconded the motion.

Respectfully submitted

Malcolm F. Vidrine, Ph.D.
Secretary
